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Trinity Lutheran Church 
146 Reserve Road, West Seneca, NY  14224 

(716) 674-9188 
 

E-Mail:  trinitylutheranchurch146@verizon.net 

Website:  www.trinitywestseneca.com 

Pastor:  Rev. Dennis Krueger - 997-5666 
 

  

Trinity Christian School 
(716) 674-5353 

 

E-Mail: jbabcock@thinktrinitychristian.com 

Website:  www.thinktrinitychristian.com 

Principal:  Mrs. Kathleen Fretthold 
 
 

Worship Services 
 

Saturday at 5:00pm (in the church) 
 

Sunday at 9:30am (in the church) 
 

On-line at "www.trinitywestseneca.com" 

  
Welcome Visitors and Guests!  Thank you for coming to worship God with us today!  We 

believe that the Spirit of God had a hand in your coming.  We trust that God's Word and this 

special time in worship will be a continuing blessing to you.  Come again!    
 
 
  



THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

January 9, 2021  ~  5:00 p.m. 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 

Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. At Jesus’ Baptism, God the Father speaks 
from heaven, revealing Jesus to be His beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descends in 
the form of a dove. All three persons of the Trinity make their presence known at 
Jesus’ Baptism. All three persons of the Trinity made their presence known at our 
Baptism as well as we are revealed to be God’s beloved children. 

 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Praise the LORD, all you nations!   
People:  Exalt Him, all you peoples! 
 

Pastor:  For His merciful kindness is great toward us, 
People:  and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
 

Pastor:  Give unto the LORD the glory due His name; 
People:  bring an offering, and come into His courts. 
 

All:  Praise the LORD! 

 
HYMN                         "O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright"                  (v 1-3) 

[Philipp Nicolai.  Public Domain] 
 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 

Our Lord and master, you have won 
Our hearts to serve you only! 

 
 



Lowly, holy! 
Great and glorious, 

All victorious, 
Rich in blessing!  

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 

Come, heav’nly bridegroom, light divine, 
And deep within our hearts now shine; 

There light a flame undying! 
In your one body let us be 

As living branches of a tree, 
Your life our lives supplying. 

Now, though daily 
Earth’s deep sadness 

May perplex us 
And distress us, 

Yet with heav’nly joy you bless us. 
 

Lord, when you look on us in love, 
At once there falls from God above 

A ray of purest pleasure. 
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 

You are our dearest treasure! 
Let your mercy 

Warm and cheer us! 
Oh, draw near us! 
For you teach us 

God’s own love through you has reached us. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. 
Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely independent and 
autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were not in Jesus, but in our 
own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back to Him 
and ask for His forgiveness. 

 

(Silence for reflection.) 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew 
us, and unite us to Your name. 

 



Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In 
Baptism, you were united to Christ in both His death and resurrection. You 
were buried with Him, but also raised to walk in newness of life. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People:  Almighty God, at Your Word You brought order and beauty to a dark 

world and at the Baptism of Your Son You restore order and life to us. 
Help us to live our Baptism joyfully, looking to You in faith for the 
forgiveness of our sins and the hope of eternal life.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING:     Genesis 1:1–5  
 

(God creates the heavens and the earth.) 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth 

was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the 

light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 

light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and 

there was morning—the first day. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE:     Romans 6:1–11     (We are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.) 
 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 

increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live 

in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also 

be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that 

we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has 

been set free from sin. 



8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For 

we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death 

no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for 

all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL:     Mark 1:4–11     (Jesus is baptized by John.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, 

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And 

this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the 

straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize 

you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 

torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”            (v 1-4, 6)    

[Text: James P. Tiefel □ 1993 James P. Tiefel.  All rights reserved.   
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715126.  Tune: Public domain] 

 

To Jordan's river came our Lord, 
The Christ, whom heav'nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, 

The Lord of glory, pow'r, and might. 
 

The Savior came to be baptized 
The Son of God in flesh disguised 
To stand beneath the Father's will 

And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 



As Jesus in the Jordan stood 
And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav'nly dove,  
Descended on Him from above. 

 

Then from God's throne with thund'rous sound 
Came God's own voice with words profound: 

"This is My Son," was His decree, 
"The one I love, who pleases Me." 

  

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan's stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

 
SERMON:    "Baptism Epiphany,"   Mark 1:4-11 & Romans 6:1-11 

 
NICENE CREED  
 

I believe in one God, 

   the Father Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth 

      and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

   the only-begotten Son of God, 

   begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

   God of God, Light of Light, 

   very God of very God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   being of one substance with the Father, 

   by whom all things were made; 

   who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

   and was made man; 

   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

   He suffered and was buried. 

   And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

      and ascended into heaven 

   and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

   whose kingdom will have no end. 
 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord and giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

   who spoke by the prophets. 

   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

   I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

   and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we praise You for Your whole creation, 
for the beauty of the earth and for the orderly passage of days. As sin has 
brought only chaos and disorder to the lives of all, You t sent Your Son who 
has restored Your world through His cross and resurrection. Bring that 
same restoration to the lives of all those baptized into Christ that we may 
live our days in peace and joy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Send Your light and truth to guide all in the authority of government that 
darkness and injustice not prevail but rather justice and peace. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: (Special petitions). Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.      
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.        
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 
on the cross. 
Baptized by John in the Jordan River, He has become our deliverer, 
carrying the chaos of our sin all the way to the cross in order that we may 
be freed from sin’s slavery. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD         
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC            "White As Snow" 
[Leon Olguin © 1990 Sound Truth Publishing (Admin. by Maranatha! Music); CCLI# 254312] 

 

White as snow, white as snow, though my sins were as scarlet;  
Lord, I know; Lord I know that I’m clean and forgiven. 

Through the power of Your blood, Through the wonder of Your love, 
Through faith in You I know that I can be white as snow. 



THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: With thankful hearts, we give You praise, gracious Father. Strengthen us 
through the body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus. Empower us to 
live as Your children; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 

 
HYMN                          “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”                 (v 1, 4) 

[Johann Rambach / Catherine Winkworth / Kornelius Heinrich Dretzel]   
 

Baptized into your name most holy,  
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
Among your seed, your chosen host. 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 

I have your Spirit now within. 
  

All that I am and love most dearly, 
Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Oh, let me make my vows sincerely, 
And help me your own child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own 
Serve any will but yours alone. 

  
 
 
 
  
 
[Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.] 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Serving Us 
 

Pastor ... Rev. Dennis Krueger 

Organist … Katherine Herman 

Singers ... Marie Thompson 

Altar … Karen Hollowood 

Deacon … Ron Boersch 
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