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April 19, 2020 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 

Sometimes the simplest of words carry the greatest of importance. As Jesus speaks with the 
doubting disciple Thomas gathered in a special room with the disciples a few days after the 
resurrection, He says simply, “See.” But that is all He needs to say. It confirms the powerful truth 
that He is indeed arisen from the dead. Today we are faithful people gathered in a different 
room—but also with those who are disciples of the Lord. And He has promised to be with us 
and among us in the upper room. As we worship, we will see signs of His abiding presence. 

 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES   Romans 6:9; John 20:29b 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
 death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. 
People: Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HYMN                                    "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today"                     (v 1, 2, 3, 4, 6) 

[Charles Wesley.  Public Domain] 
 

"Christ the Lord is ris'n today!" 
Saints on earth and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; 
Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, reply. 

 

Love's redeeming work is done, 
Fought the fight, the battle won; 
Lo!  Our Sun's eclipse is o'er; 
Lo!  He sets in blood no more. 

 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids His rise; 
Christ has opened paradise. 

 

Lives again our glorious King! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Once He died our souls to save; 

Where thy victory, O grave? 
  

Hail the Lord of earth and heav'n! 
Praise to Thee by both be giv'n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Father of all mercy and grace, 
People: We confess to You our sins of body, mind, spirit, and tongue. We readily 

acknowledge with our minds the victory of the Lord Jesus over death and the 
grave, but we so easily deny the power of His resurrection in our daily lives. We 
are sorry, and we want to do better. As Jesus came among His followers that 
night in the upper room, let Him now come among us speaking Your peace, 
breathing out Your Spirit, and granting us Your absolution, which He won for 
us by His dying and His rising again. 

 

Pastor: God has heard your confession and speaks peace to you in Jesus’ name. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON:     Acts 5:29–42  

 

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 
30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him 

on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might 

bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and 

so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a 

Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood 

up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he 

addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these 

men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four 

hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came 

to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a 

band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 
38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if 

their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be 

able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 
40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then 

they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of 

suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to 

house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 

Messiah. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE:     1 Peter 1:3–9   
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 

in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 

salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, 

though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 

have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 

you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

  
HYMN                                                 “The Lord Alive”      

[Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used  

by permission.  Permission is granted to reproduce this text for use until May 31, 2020.] 
 

The Lord alive says, “Go,” 
To meet Him as He said; 

As Jesus, past all doubts, does show 
He’s risen from the dead. 

 

The Lord alive says, “See 
My hands, My side, My face. 

The peace I leave with you shall be 
Here and in ev’ry place.” 

 
HOLY GOSPEL:     John 20:19–31  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive 

anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 



29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN                          “O Sons and Daughters of the King”                    (v 1, 5, 6, 7, 8) 

[Jean Tisserand / John Mason Neale.  Public Domain] 
 

O sons and daughters of the King, 
Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave has lost its sting! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

When Thomas first the tidings heard 
That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples' word. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

"My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 
And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be." 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
"You are my Lord and God!" he cried. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
. 

How blest are they who have not seen 
And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
SERMON:     "Believe It Or Not?"     John 20:19–31       

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended into hell.   

       The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

  
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the whole Christian Church, that the peace of God dwell upon it and that 
the Spirit of God work through it. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the nations of the world and for the men and women entrusted with their 
leadership, that true and lasting tranquility be known around the globe. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for this congregation, that all of its members live safely through this 
pandemic trusting in your power and plan. Though we are apart keep us united in our 
faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those who actively keep the peace both locally and around the world, 
including the armed forces of our nation and our local policemen and women. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those whose lives are in need of a special measure of peace and 
comfort: the sick and the hospitalized, [including . . .], and those who are experiencing 
changes and challenges, including the unemployed, those who are relocating to new 
situations, and the elderly, as they face each new day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer . 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

  
BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 

 
HYMN                                                        "Dance" 

[George Baum / Michael D. Bridges © 2001 Lost And Found.  CCLI# 254312] 
 

Now let us dance for the victr'y is won. 
Now let us sing for the song has begun. 

Now let us live in the light of the son. 
Gathered and called and united as one. 

 
 
 
 
 



REFRAIN: 
When we see the grave, 

Stone is rolled away. 
Hear the angel say, "He is Risen!" 

And when we rise from death, 
Filled with God's own breath, 

Dead in sin, and yet we're forgiven. 
 

At dawn as they walked sadly hanging their heads; 
They fell in reverence when angels said, 

"Why do you look for the living with the dead?" 
Their morning walk turned to dancing instead.   

(Refrain) 
 

This same good news we believers proclaim, 
When we with water baptize in His name. 

Their message then, and ours now the same; 
Jesus has the victory and Satan has no claim.   

(Refrain) 

 
 
 
 
 
[Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.] 
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